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Physical Description: 
 
This collection of Booth Tarkington material, including 132 copies of his many books, was compiled by 
Harlan D. Taylor.  Taylor was one of the founding members of the Kenneth Roberts Centennial 
Commission.  He helped amass their holdings (Collection #67, BSM), and through that work became 
interested in and familiar with the work of Booth Tarkington, another Kennebunkport author. 
 
This collection gives the Brick Store Museum a matching Tarkington collection of books like the 
Commission’s Roberts’ collection.  This collection includes many editions of each title, as well as 
volumes autographed by Tarkington, his wife, or his secretary, Betty Trotter. 
 
There are Tarkington biographies and bibliographies, copies of some of his plays, magazines with 
articles by him, and books with contributions by Tarkington. 
 
Also included are a number of important Tarkington bits of memorabilia – a photo framed with Booth 
Tarkington letter, the copy of the United States Coast Pilot, 1903, that was probably kept on the Regina, 
Tarkington’s Kennebunkport vessel/studio, etc. 
 
This collection, added to the Booth Tarkington material that came in with Collection #67 and Tarkington 
material already owned by the Brick Store Museum, gives the Museum a significant Tarkington 
collection.  Great collections exist elsewhere, but this is a fine small collection that will make it possible 
to examine and remember the work of the Pulitzer Prize-winning author who chose Kennebunkport as 
his second home and befriended the Kennebunks’ Kenneth Roberts. 
 
The books are shelved together.  There are only two boxes of materials.  Artifacts are stored separately. 
 
The accession number for this collection is 1992-56. 
 

http://www.brickstoremuseum.org/FindingAids/Coll67_RobertsCentennial.pdf
http://www.brickstoremuseum.org/FindingAids/Coll47_Tarkington.pdf
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Box and Folder Breakdown: 
 
Box 1: 
  

Folder 1:  Letter from S. Tarkington removed from CHERRY (1992-56.85.2) 
Heritage Club brochure (1992-56.55.2) 
Kennebunkport Items, 8/25/1917, with review of movie “Seventeen,” pg. 3 (1992-
56.144) 
Booklet announcing the One-By-One edition of the novels of Booth Tarkington.  
Doubleday, Doran & Co., no date (1992.56.145) 
Letter, S. Tarkington to Gracia [Thirkell], no date (1992-546.146) 
Letter, Donalda Arentz to H. Taylor, 9/23/1984, and clipping relating to Booth 
Tarkington medal supposed to be part of this collection (1992.56.147) 
Miscellaneous newspaper clippings 

Also in Box 1: Case that held above medal (medal missing when collection came to the Brick 
Store Museum) 

Framed photo of Booth Tarkington, tinted (1992-56.149) 

Maine:  The Land of Remembered Vacations, Maine Development Commission, 
no date.  “What Booth Tarkington Thinks of Maine,” pg. 47 (1992-56.150) 

Playbooks: 
Bimbo the Pirate (1992.56.151) 
Station YYYY (1992-56.152) 
The Wren (1992-56.158) 
Seventeen (1992-56.157) 
The Ghost Story (two copies) 1992-56.153 & 154) 
Clarence (1992.56.156) 
An Overwhelming Saturday (1992-56.155) 

The Georgia Review, Vol. VIII, No. 4, Winter 1954.  “Booth Tarkington’s Attack 
on American Materialism” by James Woodress (1992.56.159) 

The Dog’s Scrapbook.  Published by National Antivivisection Society, Inc., 1933.  
Poem “My Terrier” by Kenneth L. Roberts (1992.56-160) 

 

Flat Box 1: Letter, Booth Tarkington to Francis W. Stanley, Editor, New York Times, 
6/9/1900.  Framed with Booth Tarkington photo (1992-56.133) 

Pen and ink drawing of the Regina by Richard Magrath, 1981.  Framed (1992-
56.134) 

United States Coast Pilot, Atlantic Coast, Parts I and II.  From the St. Croix River 
to Cape Ann, 2nd edition, 1903.  (Washington, DC:  Government Printing Office).  
On fly-leaf sketch of Captain Henry Thirkell dedicated to Booth Tarkington, 
9/4/1926, by Cook (1992-56.135) 

The American Magazine, April 1927, with “Marriage” by Booth Tarkington 
(1992-56.136) 

McCalls, March 1929, with “Making a Home for My Husband,” by Mrs. Booth 
Tarkington (1992-56.137) 



 

Inventory of the Booth Tarkington Collection - Collection #70 
Brick Store Museum     117 Main Street      Kennebunk, ME  04043       207-985-4802      www.brickstoremuseum.org 

 
McCalls, April 1938.  First installment “Otherwise Kitty Smith,” by Booth 
Tarkington (1992-56.138) 

Pictorial Review, December 1938, with “Uncertain Mrs. Collicut” by Booth 
Tarkington (1992-56.139) 

Saturday Evening Post, June 3, 1933, with “What the Lady Said to the 
Policeman,” by Booth Tarkington (1992-56.140) 

Folder 1: 

Cover only SEP, Nov. 9, 1940.  “The Man of the Family” by Booth Tarkington 
listed on cover (1992-56.142) 

Lithograph.  Poster, dinner to Booth Tarkington by the Lotus Club, NY, 
11/25/1916.  Menu given (1992-56.143) 

Stored Elsewhere: 

Recording, “Seventeen,” a musical comedy by Booth Tarkington.  33 ½ long playing.  
No date.  (1992-56.141)   Metal Case, Drawer Two 

Addition to Box 1, Folder 1: 

Playbill, the new Kennebunkport Playhouse, Garrick Players, 1940 

Program, Pasadena Playhouse, Eight Hit Plays by Booth Tarkington, 1943. 
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